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About Sovereign Oaks

 Located 6 miles east of 

downtown Asheville

 On an historic former family 

farm of  177 acres

 99 home sites, with 

guidelines promoting green 

building and landscaping 

with native plants

 ~2 miles of trails connected 

to the Warren Wilson 

College trail system



Project Objectives

 Build a strong sense of place and appreciation 

for the natural environment for Sovereign Oaks 

homeowners and their families.

 Encourage homeowners to apply sound 

ecological principles in managing their own 

properties

 Utilizing native plant species

 Preserving the watersheds

 Removing invasive species

 Protecting and encouraging pollinators

 Educate and entertain homeowners and 

visitors



What I Found

 The site proved to be unusually rich and 

diverse

 Over 200 wildflower species

 Over 40 species of trees

 Bears, coyotes, turkeys and more

 A wide variety of ferns and mushrooms

 Why is that?

 A south-facing cove between two creeks

 Deep, rich soils

 A mixture of pastures and undisturbed 

woodlands

Wildflower Latin Name BCW BCE

Agrimony - Small-flowered Agrimonia parviflora x

Alexanders, Golden Zizia aurea x x

Anemone, Rue Thalictrum thalictroides

Anemone, Wood Anemone quinquefolia x x

Anise Root Osmorhiza longistylis x x

Aster - Bushy Symphyotrichum dumosum x

Aster - Calico Symphyotrichum lateriflorum x x

Aster - Cornel-leaved Doellingeria infirma

Aster - Hairy Eurybia spectabilis x x

Aster - Heart-leaved Symphyotrichum cordifolium x

Aster -Maryland Golden Chrysopsis mariana

Aster - New England Symphyotrichum novae-angliae x

Aster - Panicled Symphyotrichum lanceolatum x

Aster - Late Purple Symphyotrichum patens

Aster - Rough-leaved Eurybia radulina x

Avens - White Geum Canadense x x

Baneberry, Red Actaea rubra

Beardtongue, Gray Penstemon canescens

Beardtongue, Hairy Penstemon hirsutus

Beauty, Carolina Spring Claytonia caroliniana x

Beauty, Virginia Spring Claytonia virginica x x



Guided Walks

 Conducted 11 guided 

walks with more than 

140 participants thus far

 Wildflowers

 Trees

 History

 Building a sense of 

community





Wildflower Guides



Tree Guide



History Guide



Project Benefits

For Me

 Practical experience 

applying the learning from 

our classes

 Getting to know dozens of 

future neighbors

 Helping shape the 

development of the 

community

For the Community

 Learning about the 

ecology of the Blue Ridge

 Guides to help them 

impress their visitors

 Opportunities to meet 

future neighbors



Going Forward

 There’s more to come…

 More guided walks

 Summer & Fall Wildflower Guides

 Guides for ferns, mushrooms, and more

 A role with the Blue Ridge Naturalist 

Network

 Giving back as an Arboretum trail 

guide


